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1 Day Photography Workshop 
Saturday 23rd November 2013 

Magic Bus Centre 
 

Want to improve your photography? 

Want to have a ‘hands on’ learning experience? 

Want to meet like-minded people with a passion for images? 

Want to learn in a beautiful & stimulating environment? 

Want to help make a difference to Magic Bus Children? 
 

HERE IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY! 
 

For all those who have a phone camera, ‘point and shoot’ or DSLR looking 
to understand more about creating the images you want. 

 

Registration essential! 
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The Programme: 

09.00 - Arrive for chai and snacks 

09.30 – ‘What images inspire you, and 
why’. Thinking about what you want to 
create before pressing the shutter release 
button!  

10.00 – Your equipment: limitations and 
potential. Your intentions: web/print/etc 

10.30 – Practical – Understanding Light, 
Composition and Perspective 

11.30 – Tea Break and discussion 

11.45 – Planning – Composition – 
Perspective – Light - Location 

12.15 – Demonstration & Practical 

13.00 – Lunch 

13.45 – Key learnings so far 

14.00 – Practical: People & Portraits 

15,00 – Compare notes 

15.15 – Practical: Nature 

16.15 – Tea Break & Snacks 

16.30 – What next? Why and how? 

17.00 – Wrap up 

17.30 - Depart 

What we offer: 

A wonderful location to learn and 
advance your photographic skills 

An introduction to the basic elements of 
using the equipment you own required to 
get the most from your imagination 

An opportunity to engage in an intense 
interactive photographic learning 
experience 

A mixture of pragmatic, theoretical and 
practical knowledge development 

Meeting with likeminded individuals 

Chai, snacks and lunch 

Easy access from Mumbai and Pune – 1.5 
hours! 

A ‘Certificate of Attendance’ signed by 
your host and guide Rob Thomas 

What you need to bring: 

A Camera – whether it is your phone, 
‘point and shoot’ or a DSLR! 

Notebook & Pen/Pencil 

Questions! Lots of questions! 

Clothing suitable for the weather 

Clothing in various colours – red, green, 
blue – all will become evident on the day! 

3 images from magazines/news papers 
or prints that you find inspiring (Not your 
own images!) 

What it costs: 

A minimum donation of  Rps 1000/- per 
person. Although we hope you enjoy the 
experience so much you will make 
further donations to Magic Bus! 

This covers food, facilities and 
programme facilitation. 

All proceeds go towards supporting 
Magic Bus achieve its vision of taking a 
million marginalised children ‘from 
childhood to livelihood’! 
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About Your Photography Guide – Rob Thomas: 
 
During my time in India many people have asked me to run a workshop on basic 
photography. So it gives me great pleasure to be able to offer this opportunity now! 
 
I have been using a camera since 1975, which is also the time I started rock climbing. 
Wild experiences in wilder places often make excellent subjects for images. As time 
progressed my image interests expanded. The common thread is often people and 
location. I also started before (a long time before!) digital became the dominant image 
creation medium. 
 
Having used film for many years one of the important changes I have noticed in image 
creation is the thought that go in BEFORE pressing the shutter has disappeared with the 
use of digital! Digital tends to encourage people to ‘click, click, click’, look at the 
selection and then choose the ‘best’ image – often leading to all the images not quite 
matching the ‘best’ you hoped for. 
 
The main emphasis of my workshop will be to encourage you to think about the image 
you want, understand the equipment you have, and how to make the most of its 
opportunities and limitations to get the best results possible! 
 
My working life has been eclectic, to say the least. Teacher; Climbing Instructor; 
Outdoor Educationalist; Management & Leadership Consultant; Tree Surgeon’s 
Assistant; Constructor of Ropes Courses. It has also been one of travel and experiences – 
All over Europe, USA, Canada, Pakistan, China, Japan, Thailand, New Zealand … and the 
locations continues to grow. The constant in this changing lifestyle is always having a 
camera with me. 
 
For periods I have worked as a professional photographer specialising in personal 
commissions for individuals or organisations requiring bespoke image work for their 
own needs along with running evening classes for aspirant photographers. My other 
professional work has in included wedding, portrait and event photography. 
 
Whilst I continue to enjoy ‘work photography’ my real passion involves causes, locations 
and environments with, most importantly, the people who live and work in places I know 
little about. These form personal projects, some of which can be found on my 
‘photoblog’ ‘Life & Times in India’ (www.robthomasphotography.wordpress.com).  
 
In 2007 I completed an MA in Photography (International Photojournalism, Documentary 
& Travel Photography). My final thesis and project work involved research and 
pragmatic application on ‘Photographic Images related to Collaborative and 
Participative Practices’. The project was to create the book ‘Through Our Eyes’, a 
collaborative and participative body of photographic work and comments involving four 
young people from disadvantaged backgrounds in Mumbai, India. 
 
Working on this book eventually led me to live and work for Magic Bus India as Head of 
their Learning & Development Centre, near Mumbai. Although not in my job 
description, I am often asked to use my photography skills for the needs for Magic Bus. 
This is both a privilege and a pleasure. I gain access to situations, locations and people I 
would be unlikely to manage in other circumstances. 
 
All the images in this brochure are my own work. You can also see more at 
www.flickr.com/twodragons/sets. I encourage you to view them before coming as it will 
help you ask questions particular to what you want to achieve. ‘How did you do that?’ 
‘Why did you choose this?’ ‘I like this because…’ & I don’t like that because …’ are 
useful questions for you to consider in others work as it helps you work how to create 
your own images in the way you want. 
 
Finally, I look forward to meeting and learning with you – hence describing myself as a 
‘Guide’! One thing I have noticed in all my years of photography is that you never stop 
learning. We will all learn from this experience as you will also see the world from a 
different perspective and that opens new thoughts and ideas to others. 
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For further details & booking contact: 

 
Seema Kadam (Operations Manager) 

M: +91 97 6349 9899   E: seema@magicbusindia.org  
 

Bhavna Joshi (Operations Assistant): 
M: +91 21 92325500 E: bhavna@magicbusindia.org 

 
Rehman (Centre Programme Manager): 

M: +91 81 0810 1152 E: rehman@magicbusindia.org 

Village Aasrewadi, at Post Chowk, Taluka - Khalapur, District – Raigad, 
Maharashtra     410 206   India 

 


